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GREELY GARDENERS CALENDAR:
Wednesday, October 3, Greely Community Centre, 7:00 p.m. Topic: WINTERIZING YOUR GARDEN.
“Guest” speaker: Bob Stanley. This meeting will also feature the election of the executive.
Wednesday, November 7, Greely Community Centre, 7:00 p.m. Topic: SUCCESS WITH AFRICAN
VIOLETS. Guest speaker: Owen Munn of the Ottawa Horticultural Society.
Wednesday, December 5, GARDENERS’ CHRISTMAS SUPPER, Greely Community Centre. Members and
their guests.
2008 – Our programme of events for next year is almost complete. Look for details in your October
newsletter.

OTHER GARDENING EVENTS…

Manotick Horticultural Society usually meets on the second Monday of the month in the RCMP Club
House off Nichols Island Road. For information contact Mary Kealey at 823-1658.
Osgoode Garden Club meets on the third Wednesday of the month, 7:00 p.m. at the Osgoode Library
on Main Street. For information call Louise Boudreau 826-0385.
Friends of the Farm Annual Art Exhibit, October 4–14. Weekdays 1:30 – 6 p.m. Weekends 10 a.m. – 5
p.m. Building 72, Arboretum, Central Experimental Farm. Admission and parking free. This year’s annual
art show focuses on the Arboretum with photographs by Richard Hinchcliff. For information, call
613-230-3276, or go to www.friendsofthefarm.ca.
Master Gardeners Technical Update, Saturday October 20, Purvis Hall, Kemptville College Campus,
8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. The theme of this event is “Climate change in the garden.” It is open to all, and
speakers include local horticultural expert and author Diana Beresford-Kroeger. Cost for non-Master
Gardeners is $35 if you book by October 1, or $45 if you book later. For information call Barbara
Baker at 613-989-1556 or email bbb331@magma.ca.

The Hypertufa Gang!
No they’re not planning to rob a bank, they’re building
hypertufa troughs at a workshop organized by Anita
Snelgrove and hosted by Melody Tomka this month. Word
is they had a lot of fun, and the troughs turned out really
well. In fact the event (our first workshop) went so well
that the executive is thinking of organizing more
workshops for next year. Let us know if you have ideas
for workshop topics. As always, we need feedback!

Tip of the month…

IT PAYS TO BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU PLANT IN YOUR GARDEN. Invasive plants can quickly become a problem not
just for you but for your neighbours too. So what exactly is an invasive plant? Invasive plants generally
are defined as plants that are not native to a particular ecosystem, and whose introduction may cause
harm to the environment. Plants native to a particular habitat or area co-exist with other plant and
animal life in a balanced manner. They are kept in bounds by site factors such as soil type and climate,
or pressures such as insects, diseases, and feeding by animals. Remove these plants to an area without
these pressures, or with more ideal conditions, and they can begin to take over or become invasive.
By one estimate there are over 3,500 plant species not originally native to this country that have
escaped cultivation into the wilds to become “naturalized.” Of these, about 1,000 are considered
invasive, and about 700 are a serious threat to agriculture. Many of our attractive wildflowers are in
fact non-native, and have become naturalized. Many more introduced plants haven’t escaped cultivation,
including most of our food crops!
An example of a non-native plant that may or may not be invasive, in this case depending on climate, is
the ornamental miscanthus or eulalia grass. This heat-loving plant doesn’t produce seeds in the colder
northern areas so usually is not a problem here. The real cause for concern is when invasives take over
natural areas, crowding out less adaptable or less vigorous native plants. In some cases threatened or
endangered plants may be at risk. An example is the swallowwort vine (which we talked about at last
month’s meeting). This plant is extremely invasive and threatens several thousand acres of plants,
including 23 rare plant species, in the rare alvar habitats near Lake Ontario, It is also wreaking havoc at
Ottawa’s Fletcher Wildlife Garden. Norway maple, burning bush, honeysuckle, buckthorn and barberry
seeds are spread by birds to natural areas where they out-compete native plants, or shade them out in
the case of the dense canopies of the Norway maple in forests.
A study on the invasive herbaceous garlic mustard showed this plant suppresses growth of canopy tree
seedlings by disrupting their beneficial association with fungi in the soil. Also, garlic mustard destroys
spring woodland wildflowers such as trillium and bloodroot by outcompeting with them for light,
moisture, nutrients, soil and space. Along roadsides and in fields, attractive wildflowers may be
overtaken by plants such as giant hogweed, swallowwort, and wild chervil. Beyond the beauty of native
wildflowers is their function for pollinators, butterflies, and insects. These wildflowers feed the many
beneficial insects that keep the ones we don’t want from getting out of control. Over 97 percent of
insects are beneficial, or do no harm, or serve as food for birds.
One of the best known invasive plants is purple loosestrife (not to be confused with root-spreading
loosestrife species). This is the attractive spiked purple flower seen in ditches and wetlands in late
summer in masses. Purple loosestrife, compared to native wetland species such as cattails, is less desired
by specialized wetland birds such as bitterns and black terns. These birds are declining in areas taken
over by this invasive plant. Also it changes the nesting habitats for turtles, and the nutrients in water
for those organisms fed on by fish and birds. Since purple loosestrife is native to Europe, it is there
researchers went to find biological controls. After years of trials with insects (to make sure these
introduced pests had no other effects on the environment) four have been introduced successfully and
are helping to control purple loosestrife. You can find the whole story on this plant and these controls on
the internet at www.invasiveplants.net.
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