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GREELY GARDENERS 2006 CALENDAR:
Wednesday, September 6, 7:15 p.m. Greely Community Centre. Monthly meeting and AGM.
Topic: BULBS AND FALL PLANTING". Guest speaker: Neill Ritchie of Ritchie's Feed and Seed. The
knowledgeable Neill makes a return visit to talk about Fall gardening, and of course he'll be ready to
answer all your questions on garden topics for any season.
Wednesday, October 4, 7:15 p.m. Greely Community Centre. Topic: "IMPROVING YOUR GARDEN WITH
COMPOST AND MULCH". Guest speaker: Lindley McPhail, Master Gardener.
Wednesday, November 1, 7:15 p.m. Greely Community Centre. Topic: "KEEPING YOUR INDOOR PLANTS
HAPPY AND HEALTHY THROUGH THE WINTER".
Wednesday, December 6, 7:00 p.m. Greely Community Centre. GARDENERS' CHRISTMAS SUPPER.
Members and their guests. Details to be announced.

HELP WANTED
As noted above, the September meeting is also our Annual General Meeting. We're a pretty informal
organization, but once a year we do require members of the executive committee to report (briefly) on
the past year and the current state of the Group's finances... and you get to elect the people who will
be your executive for the year ahead. All the current members of the committee are willing to stand
again, but of course all positions are open to any member who wishes to run. Also, there is one vacancy:
we need a new Events Director. This is the person responsible for co-ordinating the guest speakers for
our meetings. If you're interested in this or any other position on the committee, would like to
nominate someone, or need more information, contact president Gill Toll at 821-6123.

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS
Osgoode Garden Club meets on the third Wednesday of the month, 7:00 p.m. at the Osgoode Library
on Main Street. For information call Louise Boudreau 826-0385.
Russell and District Horticultural Society meets on the third Monday of the month, 7:00 p.m. at the
Legion Hall, corner of First Street and Legion Lane.
Manotick Horticultural Society meets on the second Monday of the month in the RCMP Club House off
Nichols Island Road. For information contact Mary Kealey at 823-1658.
Algonquin College offers a wide range of part-time courses this fall and winter for gardeners as well
as for those who are interested in taking up horticulture as a career. They cover everything from
garden design to lawn care, composting, soils, fertilizers, and seed collecting. To register for a course
or for more information you can go to www.algonquincollege.com/oncourse or call 613-727-0002.

TIP OF THE MONTH
MOST OF US tend to do a lot of pruning in late fall and winter,
when plants are dormant. By choosing the correct tool for the
job, one that is the right size and type for both the plant and
your hand, you can make the job go faster and easier. Following is
a look at the most commonly used pruning tools, but first a word
about cutting action. The most common cutting action, the
bypass, makes a cut like a scissor, with a top sharp blade passing
by a lower unsharpened one. This produces a clean cut in a single
motion. With anvil pruners the cutting blade comes down on a flat
anvil plate. This type of cut is good for tough deadwood.
The tools

Flower shears — Small sharp shears are used for dead-heading and cutting blooms. Look for ones with

soft handles and either large finger holes, or cushioned straight grips that are more comfortable for
arthritic hands.
Hand pruners — Use hand pruners, also known as secateurs, for cutting back shrubs, woody perennials,
etc. with branches about 1/2” to 3/4”. Don’t try to cut too big a branch. This is hard on your hand, and
damages the branch by tearing it rather than making smooth cuts.
Extended-reach pruners — The longer reach of this hand pruner lets you prune from a standing or
sitting position. They’re a lot easier on your back since you can also prune lower down branches without
bending over. Most cut up to about 3/4” and some have swivel heads so that you can cut a branch at
any angle without bending your wrist.
Loppers — These larger two-handed cutters come in various lengths from and are for bigger branches,
3/4” - 2” in diameter. Some come with extendable handles for extra reach and leverage. There are also
shorter, light weight loppers for those jobs that are just a bit too big for hand pruners. Loppers are
often used over your head, so the overall weight is important.
Pole pruners — Usually 7 ft and longer, pole pruners are for trees. Most home gardeners wisely leave
the bigger jobs to the professionals.
Size matters
Most traditional pruners have been built to fit the average man's hand. Women often find that these
are just a bit of a stretch. Many companies are now making smaller versions of their better quality
pruners. Gone are the days of "one-size-fits-all", and that goes for left-handers too. If you’re a lefty
using a right-handed pruner, you’ve got the blades reversed. That’s harder on you and the plant. Look
for “true” left-handed pruners that are the exact opposite of right-handed ones. The cutting blade is
bevelled on one side only, the outside edge, and this should be the side that is nearest the branch.
Maintenance
Finally, whatever kind of pruners you are using, be sure to check sharpness regularly. A blunt tool will
tend to tear and fold, damaging the plant. A good, sharp edge will do a more efficient job and is easier
on the plant and the gardener. A smooth cutting motion is less jarring on joints and muscles. Sharpen
your tools carefully with a good diamond or ceramic sharpening stone. Lee Valley Tools sells a simple
but effective tool specifically designed for sharpening pruners. Before you put the tools away, be sure
to remove any sap with soapy water or turpentine, and add a drop of household oil to pivot points.
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