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GREELY GARDENERS CALENDAR:
Note: As indicated below, our first three meetings of 2006 will be held on the first
Thursday of each month rather than our usual night, which is Wednesday. This is to avoid
clashing with the Greely Players, who will be rehearsing(at full volume!) in the hall next
door on Wednesday nights.
Wednesday, December 7, 7:00 p.m. Greely Community Centre. Members’ Christmas
Dinner. See below for more information.
Thursday, January 5, 7:15 p.m. Greely Community Centre. Monthly meeting. Tentative
topic: “Collecting and caring for bonsai trees”. Guest speaker t.b.a.
Thursday, February 2, 7:15 p.m. Greely Community Centre. Monthly meeting.
Thursday, March 2, 7:15 p.m. Greely Community Centre. Monthly meeting.
Wednesday, April 5, 7:15 p.m. Greely Community Centre. Monthly meeting.
Wednesday, May 3, 7:15 p.m. Greely Community Centre. Monthly meeting.
Wednesday, June 7, 7:15 p.m. Greely Community Centre. Monthly meeting.
More details on topics and guest speakers coming up real soon. We’re working on it!

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS
Manotick Horticultural Society meets on the second Monday of the month at their new
location, the RCMP Club House off Nicholl’s Island Road. For information contact Mary
Kealey at 823-1658.
Osgoode Garden Club meets on the third Wednesday of the month, 7:00 p.m. at the
Osgoode Library on Main Street. For information call Louise Boudreau 826-0385.
Russell and District Horticultural Society meets on the third Monday of the month, 7 p.m.
at the Legion Hall, corner of First Street and Legion Lane.

GGG’s Christmas Dinner
Plans are well in hand for the annual Christmas Pot Luck dinner. So far more than 40
members and guests have indicated they will be coming, so it should be a great night.
There’s going to be lots of food, Christmas music, great company and plenty of door prizes.
If by any chance you were planning to attend but you forgot to notify Shelagh, it’s not too
late. Give Shelagh a call right away at 821-0816 and she can let you know what kind of
dish she’d like you to bring (we’re trying to be a bit more organized this year to ensure
that we have plenty of variety on the menu). Remember the event starts at 7:00, and it
wouldn’t hurt to be there a few minutes early.

Tip of the Month
ANY DAY NOW MOST OF US WILL BE SETTING UP OUR CHRISTMAS TREES. And a month or so
later (unless you have an artificial tree) you will drag the poor dried-out thing to the end of
your driveway to be fed into the chipper and converted to mulch. But what about those
other plants that we bring into our homes at this time of year? You could compost them
once they’re finished flowering, of course, but if you have the time and inclination most of
them can be persuaded to grow on year after year.
The number one seasonal plant is without doubt the poinsettia. Given plenty of light and
water it will maintain its colour well into January or beyond. If you want to maintain the
plant until next year, grow it on until after spring frosts, and then set it out in a partially
shaded spot. Prune for shape if you wish. In any event, pot it up in fresh potting soil in
late August and bring it back indoors. Now for the tricky part: starting in late September
the plant needs 10 hours of daylight and 14 hours of total darkness for about four weeks.
A good way to do this is to cover it with a black garbage bag and put it in a closet for the
night. Once the flowers have set, you can just keep the plant in a well-lit spot, and with
any luck you'll have a colourful poinsettia in good time for next Christmas season.
Another very popular plant this time of year is the amaryllis. Once the spectacular blooms
are finished, cut off the spent flower stem but allow the leaves to grow on. In late spring,
move it outside to a shady location until late August. Bring the plant in and allow it to dry
out. When leaves turn brown, unpot the bulb, cut off the spent greenery and store the bulb
in cool, dry place until early December. Now repot the bulb, put it in a well lit spot, keep it
moist, and very soon new stems will start to grow. Tip: the stems are very sensitive to
light direction and will turn towards it – for a straight stem, give the pot a quarter turn
every day or two. Standing the pot in a dish of pebbles with a little water is a good idea to
help increase local humidity.
The cyclamen is slightly different. When blooms are finished, allow to dry out, unearth the
tuber, cut off dead vegetation, and store it in a cool, dry spot. In mid-summer repot with
the top just protruding above soil. When the new buds form you can leave it to grow on, or
divide it into new plants.
Azaleas can be kept blooming for quite a while as long as you dead head, feed and water
them (never let them dry out completely, keep the soil moist but not wet). When blooming
is completely finished, stop feeding, continue watering, and after spring frosts, move the
plant outside to a shaded spot. If necessary prune lightly for appearance. In early
September, before the first frost, bring the plant indoors and resume feeding and
watering.
The trick of longevity for gardenias is to give them bright light, frequent misting and fairly
cool winter temperatures (ideally between 14 and 18 degrees). They also appreciate
misting frequently with soft water. Every second year or so give your gardenia a trim in
March or April.
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